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source for this index was the previously mentioned
National Archives microfilm. Like the microfilmed
version, this index shows the name of the soldier and
the unit in which he served. Perhaps a more conve-
nient way for some family historians is to navigate to
the Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System website at
<http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/index.html> for basic
information about both Union and Confederate ser-
vicemen. This site contains a database of more than 6
million names that were taken from the general index
cards in the compiled military service records at the
National Archives. A search for Merriday Foley
reveals that he served in the 83rd Regiment, United
States Colored Infantry—New Organization (2nd
Regiment, Kansas Colored Infantry). The soldier’s
record shows the source of the information, providing
the National Archives microfilm number and roll. The
site also contains a brief history of the serviceman’s
unit as well as the names of other soldiers in the same
unit as Foley.*

Detailed Soldier Record
Click on the question marks for help with this form.

Displayed an
Piague Numb:r c-89

Compiled military service records

Compiled military service records (CMSR) may
contain a variety of documents. In addition to a
soldier’s military record, such as enlistment papers
and casualty sheets, the file may include deeds of
manumission, proofs of ownership, and bills of sale.
Richard Stephenson, born in Prince George, Mary-
land, enlisted on 24 December 1863, at Calvert,
Maryland. Evidence of title to the slave showed that
his owner, Ellen Beet, had purchased him in Novem-
ber 1845. A copy of his deed of manumission appears
in the file as well as a casualty sheet showing that he
was wounded on 23 June 1864.° William Alexander,
who enlisted 1 August 1864, in St. Louis, was the
slave of Morton J. Hines of Cape Girardeau, Missouri.
Hines’s claim for compensation included the name of
William’s mother (Harriet) who had been inherited
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from Hines’s father, Wiley Hines. These are all excel-
lent clues for further research on Alexander.®

Pension records

After locating relevant service records, researchers
should check pension records. The General Index to
Pension Files, 1861—1934, available as National
Archives microfilm T288, contains references mostly
to Civil War service. Information on each card in-
cludes, for example, the serviceman’s name, rank, and
unit; names of dependants; the certificate number; the
application number; and the state from which the
claim was filed. An index to T288 is available on
Ancestry.com at <http://www.ancestry.com/>. The
card for Merriday Foley shows that he was also known
as Meridee Sadler, that his widow’s name was Harriet
E. Sadler, and that he joined Company A in the 83rd
U.S. Colored Infantry. The card contains file numbers
that are needed to order his pension papers from the
National Archives.’

Pension files may contain a wealth of genealogical
information. For instance, one such document in
Merriday Sadler’s packet shows that he enrolled at
Leavenworth, Kansas, under the name of Merriday
Foley, on 26 July 1863, as a private in Company A, 83
Regiment USCT Infantry (this unit was also known as
the Second Kansas Colored Infantry). In addition to
details on his military service, this file is rich in family
data, including the names of his former owner, wife,
mother-in-law, and father; Sadler’s date and place of
birth; and date and place of his marriage, as well as
names and birth dates of his children.?

Descriptive recruitment lists

The National Archives recently microfilmed a
valuable set of enlistment records of free and enslaved
African Americans who resided in Missouri. In addi-
tion to the soldier’s name, the documents may include
his age, county and state of birth, and physical de-
scription. If the recruit was a slave, his owner’s name
may be included, as well as other details about them.
Several examples illustrate the importance of this
resource.

Wilson Cockrill, who claimed to have been the
slave of Henry C. Cockrill, was 5 feet 2 inches and 16
years old, had black eyes and hair, was born in Platte
County, Missouri, and was described as “light cop-
per.” Wilson had belonged to the estate of Jerry V.
Cockrill and was “in the hands of his widow as guard-
ian for the minor heirs.”
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A different recruit, Charles Alexander Edward,
whose owner’s name and place of residence were
shown in the record, enlisted in Plattsburg, Missouri,
on 29 December 1863. Edward was a 29-year-old
recruit who was born in Lewis County, Kentucky, had
black eyes and hair, and was 5 feet 9 inches. We also
learn that “his master is in Kentucky and sent him to
Missouri to work for Dr. Coleman Brown and he was
to have his freedom in 1858, but is still kept in slavery.
He purchased his freedom of his master in 1858.” The
information in these records provides excellent clues
for further research in Missouri and Kentucky, such as
searching for manumission records. !

War Department collection of
Confederate records

Free people of color and slaves also served in the
Confederate military. The War Department Collection
of Confederate Records in the National Archives
(Record Group 109) contains records that chronicle
their activities. The “Register of Free Negroes En-
rolled and Assigned, Virginia, 1864—65" includes, for
example, names of African Americans, ages, physical
descriptions, places of birth, and occupations. A
“Register of Slaves Impressed, 186465 shows, for
instance, the date of impressment, name of slave and
slaveowner, and slave value. Slave payrolls were
records of slaves who worked on military defenses
and contain the name and occupation of the hired
bondsman, names of slave owners, and where the
slaves worked. African Americans worked in a saw-
mill in the Mobile area, and records show the name of
the slave and slave owner and the nature of the work."

For more on this topic, see “Searching for Confederate
Soldier records at the National Archives” on page 15.

Adjutant General's Office records

Numerous other records in the National Archives
document the war time experiences of slaves and free
people of color during the Civil War. Among the
holdings of the Adjutant General’s Office (Record
Group 94) are records of slave claim commissions,
1864—66, which consist of registers of claims of slave
owners looking for reimbursement for bondsmen who
served in the Union Army. Volumes for Delaware,
Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, Tennessee, and West
Virginia are available. Proceedings for some commis-
sions are also extant. Registers of claims for USCT,
186467, for Kentucky, Maryland, and Tennessee
contain claims by slave owners for reimbursement for
slaves who joined or served the U.S. Army in some
capacity. Name and residence of claimant as well as
name and date of enlistment of slave are among the
data in the registers."

Freedmen’s Bureau records

An act of Congress established the Bureau of
Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (com-
monly referred to as the “Freedmen’s Bureau”).
Bureau officials provided assistance, for example, to
former slaves, destitute persons, and refugees by
issuing clothing, rations, and medicine to them, estab-
lishing schools, supervising the writing of labor
contracts, and helping African American soldiers and
sailors with filing claims for pensions and bounties.
For help in locating these claims and other valuable
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records family historians should consult one of the
finding aids for Bureau records—preliminary invento-
ries or descriptive pamphlets that provide roll by roll
descriptions of the records. Some of these pamphlets
appear at <http://www.slcl.org/branches/hg/sc/jkh/
sc_jkh_main.htm>.

Southern Claims Commission records

The Southern Claims Commission was one of
three claims commissions that the Federal government
established to compensate loyal southerners who
suffered losses inflicted by Union soldiers during the
war. Testimony from whites and nonwhites, slave and
free, appear in many of the files, and some mention
the activities of nonwhites during the war. For in-
stance, Demar Green of Bibb County, Alabama, who
spoke on behalf of a white claimant, testified that he
“used to belong to widow Green, mother-in-law of
Newton Smith. I am sixty years old or pretty near. I
worked at the tan yard of Smith and Potts during most
of the war. I work for Newton Smith now and live on
his lot. Have lived there pretty much all the time since
surrender. I work on his farm. I remember when the
Yankee soldiers came. I was at the tan yard that day.”"
Nelson Turner, an African American, informed the
commission that until the Emancipation Proclamation
he had been a slave of James B. Turner of Madison
County, Alabama, and that in August or September
1862 Union soldiers took his horse, which he claimed
was worth $150.'

1890 Census

The 1890 special schedule of the Eleventh Census
of the United States, surviving soldiers, sailors, and
Marines, and widows contains information about
veterans of the Civil War. Information in the enumera-
tion may show the person’s rank, company, name of
regiment or vessel, dates of enlistment and discharge,
place of residence, and any disability incurred. The
schedules for states and territories beginning with “A”
through Kansas and part of Kentucky have been lost.
This census is searchable on Ancestry.com at
<www.ancestry.com>.

Congressional hearings

In 1871, the United States Congress established a
joint Senate-House committee to investigate condi-
tions in North and South Carolina, Florida, Missis-
sippi, Georgia, and Alabama, especially regarding the
activities of the Ku Klux Klan. Testimonies by former

22 Julp/August/Seymenlm 2005

™

OENERAL AFFIDAVTT.
o omntett Dot bael Lo
.{:“'é"a‘,‘d""" M -‘:‘:‘ -
h

A D 1060 . purmally agpeisid et mu n
--a wrthersmd. -
7/ oo, & ot of AL OAppl
e ey i « Haiespp”

youn.  reskbent of —
ot B of

= e coumty of
whoe Post (s wtomse
u&-—---h*-ﬂ*-‘dmnq——.u—h-ﬁ-nﬁ

Affidavit from Meridee Sadler’s Widow's Pension
file.
slaves and free people of color in these states reveal

much about their lives, including military experience,
former owners, and birthplace. James H. Alston
testified that he was a slave in the Confederate army.
When asked if he carried a musket he replied no and
stated that “I have always have been a musician.”’s
When asked if he had been in the Civil War, Joseph
Davis, who resided in Monroe County, Mississippi, at
the time of the war, answered that he was “in it a
little.” Davis did not elaborate on what type of work
he performed.'s

Freedmen and Southern Society Project
When discussing the lives of African Americans
during the Civil War years, the work of the Freedmen
and Southern Society Project deserves mention.
Members of the Project have published several vol-
umes that contain transcriptions of National Archives
records pertaining to the history of emancipation,
1861-67, including, for instance, letters and deposi-
tions to government employees by former slaves.
Some of the records include “correspondence between
black soldiers and their families and between kinfolk
who had been separated during slavery.”'” The group’s
website at <http://www.history.umd.edu/Freedmen>
provides additional information on the project, a list of
its publications, and sample documents consisting of
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either copies of actual records or transcriptions of
such. For instance, a copy of a slave marriage record
appears on the site, as well as a transcription of a letter
that a slave woman wrote to President Lincoln.
Despite certain obstacles, the lack of records not
being one of them, family historians can document the
wartime activities of slaves and free people of color
who made valuable contributions during the Civil War.
Whether they were soldiers on the battlefields, cooks
in the kitchens, or railroad workers in Tennessee,
historians and genealogists have shown that they can
trace the lives of free and enslaved African Americans
with the many different types of records that are
available. Tracing enslaved African Americans before
the 1870 census has long been one of the most chal-
lenging tasks for a family historian. Many of the
records mentioned in this article, and many more not
discussed, may help researchers identify former slave
owners and thus open the way for further research.
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