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and History and Bibliography of American Newspapers,
1690—1820 (Clarence S. Brigham) are other sources
which may be located in the reference departments of
public or university libraries. In addition, there are pub-
lished abstracts which specialize in certain types of infor-
mation gleaned from newspapers, such as marriage or
death notices.

Runaway slave notices contain a variety of informa-
tion. The advertisements may mention the slave’s name,
age, physical description, residence, former owner, and
any unusual characteristics which could be useful in
i ‘entifying the slave, such as the type of work the slave
performed. Slave owners placed notices in newspapers
located in the geographic areas in which they lived or,
if necessary, areas to which they thought their slaves
may have run. Sheriffs also published accounts that indi-
cated when a nonwhite had been committed to jail as a
runaway slave. In some cases these nonwhites claimed
to be free.

These examples illustrate the nature of runaway
slave notices: In Illinois, a ‘‘negro man, who calls his
name Jack.” reported that he belonged to Duncan Stew-
ard who was *‘of or near New Orleans’’ (Tregillis 1988,
76). In 1810 James Norris offered a reward for the return
of his bondsman James, aged thirty-five years, who had
run away from Smith County, Tennessee. The slave was
“*African by birth,”” and his wife was named Rachael
(Eddleman 1988, 131). In 1781, two Negroes, Paris and
Anthony, fled from their master in Charleston. Their
owner indicated that they had been seen in the town of
Savannah, Georgia, where they hired themselves out and
passed for free. The advertisements also provided physi-
cal descriptions of each man (Windley 1983, 4: 92-93).
In Albemarle County, Virginia, Philip Thurmond, Sr.,
feared that his slave Ben, formerly owned by George
Thomas of Hanover County, either returned to that
county or boarded a vessel. Lovick Jones of North Caro-
lina advertised that his slave Sam, previously owned by
Henry Chew, ‘‘may attempt to get to Virginia or Mary-
land. as he has Sisters and Brothers there.”” Jones also
described Sam and the clothes he wore when he left
(Windley 1983, 1: 86, 447). Cyrus, a slave of John Lloyd
of present-day Connecticut, ran away in 1761. Lloyd
described the slave and the clothes he took with him, and
reported that Cyrus was a butcher who spoke English and
some French (Smith and Wojtowicz 1989, 53).

Registrations of free people of color were sometimes
published in newspapers. The lists may show the individ-
ual's name, age, height, racial composition, place of
birth, and length of residence in the area. Pre-1850 lists
are especially important as they may contain the type of
information that would not appear in census records be-
fore 1850 for persons of any race. In 1819, for instance,
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John Coleman, a thirty-five year old carpenter from Vir-
ginia who resided in Augusta, Georgia, had been in the
state for six years (Nordmann 1989, 295-296). In 1830,
John Williams, a mulatto born in Virginia, forty-three
years of age, was a thirteen-year resident of Mobile
(Mobile Commercial Register, May 15, 1830).

Researchers are urged to read the many columns of
legal notices that appear in newspapers. Legal newspa-
pers are also available which carry similar information.
Columns may contain data pertaining to land sales, pro-
bate, divorce proceedings; tax lists; names of property
holders (with descriptions and locations of the property)
who did not pay their taxes: or other legal items. Note that
editors did not always identify people by race.

In 1830 the names of a free Negro's estate executors
appeared in one notice that also listed the date of death.
Letters of administration for the estate of another free
nonwhite were granted by the judge of the probate court
although the notice did not contain any other geneal-
ogical information. The executors representing the estate
of another free man of color notified the public that his
real property would be sold. The location of the property
was listed.

Nonwhites placed advertisements to help locate dis-
placed family members or even missing or stolen prop-
erty. Advertisements in The Colored Tennessean, a news-
paper run by African Americans and published for only
two years (1865-1867), may show the missing person’s
name and location of a former master, last known resi-
dence, age, or other relevant information. For instance, in
1865 Levy Done of Nashville was looking for his mother,
Kissy Done, whom he last saw in 1862. Samuel Dove of
Utica, New York, wanted to locate his mother, his three
sisters, and a brother. George Dove, their former owner,
resided in Rockingham County, Shenandoah Valley, Vir-
ginia. Samuel Williams of Nashville desired to find his
mother, Sylvia Williams. Their former owner was James
Maxwell, a resident of Augusta, Georgia. Previous to
Maxwell, Sylvia had been the property of Dr. DeGarr.
The notice also indicated that Henry Williams, father of
Samuel, resided in Liberia (Craighead 1991, 167-168).
In Mobile, a free nonwhite offered a reward not only for
the return of his mule but also for the apprehension of
the thief.

Advertising one’s business was another way African
Americans used local newspapers. In South Carolina, a
prominent free man of color began to advertise his cotton
gin firm in 1817 and probably did so continuously until
the Civil War. However, none of the notices ever men-
tioned his racial background.

Newspapers published lists of letters left in the post
office. Among the names which appeared in Mobile
papers were nonwhites who were sometimes identified as
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such. In the Mobile Commercial Register, for instance,
one list contained the name Addison Lewis, *‘colored
man.”" Under the heading ‘‘French Letters’® appeared
Zenon Chastang, although his ethnic background was not
given (October 3, 1826). Several issues carried the name
of Registe Bernody, another free nonwhite (April 7,
1823; January 6, 1826: June 3, 1829; March 5, 1830).
These two men are probably the same two men (with
variations in the spelling of their names) discussed earlier
in ‘‘Court Records.”

Lists of marriages. births, and deaths were also pub-
lished by the press. For older newspapers, a page-by-page
search is recommended as these lists may appear any-
where. After a certain time, editors generally placed the
notices in the same location or section. Searching for
obituaries by examining the column heading may be
misleading unless the complete article is read. The
amount of data in an obituary or death notice may vary.
Researchers are urged to look for an obituary, for exam-
ple, several days or even weeks after the date of death.
Society columns may also contain information on births,
deaths, weddings, etc.

Examples illustrate the type of information that ap-
peared in the press. In 1858 an Illinois newspaper re-
ported that a marriage license had been issued to the
**colored’’ couple Charley Weathers and Van King. On
July 24, 1841, Sophia, daughter of John Thomas of
Sumter County, Alabama, married J. D. Pollard of Mo-
bile, both free people of color (Mobile Daily Register and
Patriot, August, 1841). In 1850, Henry Brooks and Cath-
erine Stassbury, both ‘‘colored,”” were married by Ed-
mond Douglass at St. Michael Street Church (Mobile
Daily Advertiser, August 8, 1850). ‘‘Grandma Cole-
man,”” who died in Macomb, Illinois, was buried in the
city cemetery of Macon, Missouri, where her son James
Coleman resided (Mears 1988, 210). Mrs. Nellie Hous-
ton, believed to be over one hundred years old, died at her
home in Macon where she was a member of the Colored
Baptist Church. She was survived by several children,
including Babe Houston of Macon (Mears 1988, 231). A
Mobile editor reported the death of Pierre Chastang, a
former slave who was ‘‘so remarkable a man in many
respects, that a brief sketch of his life, will, we are sure,
interest many of our readers, and, perhaps, have a benefi-
cial influence upon his own caste” (Alabama Planter,
August 8, 1848). The notice listed the names of his
former owners as well as his accomplishments. **No
person in this community, white or black,” the editor
opined, ‘‘was ever more highly esteemed and respected,
and no one in his sphere has been a more conspicuous,
honest, benevolent and upright man’” (ibid.).

Crimes committed by and against nonwhites also
received the attention of local newspapers. In Maryland,

a mulatto named Roger was executed for ‘‘breaking open
the store of James Weems, senior’’ (Green 1989, 271).
Ursin August, a free man of color in St. Landry Parish,
Louisiana, was sentenced for two years for stealing hogs
(Opeloussa Courier, December 12, 1857). In Mobile, the
court released a white woman who allegedly struck a free
woman of color, and the mayor fined a white man for
abusing a free nonwhite woman.

Passenger Ship Lists

Several types of records document the arrival of
passengers at American ports. Those which might be
useful for African Americans include customs passenger
lists and immigration passenger lists, many of which are
available at the National Archives. The records are either
original lists, copies and abstracts, or transcripts. Many of
the records have been microfilmed and are available
through commercial lending programs or at a large public
library housing a genealogical collection.

There are limitations to the files. The majority of
passenger arrival records cover the period between 1820
and 1945, and those before 1819 are mainly cargo mani-
fests or baggage lists that also offer passengers’ names.
Most of the registers pertain to Atlantic or Gulf ports, and
the National Archives does not have lists for every possi-
ble port where an individual may have disembarked. As
with any other record, the handwriting may be difficult to
read.

Indexes to many of the passenger lists are available.
The indexes may contain the name of the passenger, age.
nationality, last permanent residence, destination, port of
entry, name of vessel, date, occupation, sex, and other
relevant genealogical information. The indexes, how-
ever, are not complete; and transcription errors are possi-
ble. To facilitate the search, some naturalization records,
especially those of the twentieth century, may show the
name of the port, the date of arrival, and the ship’s name.

Customs passenger documents may be in the form of
original lists, copies and abstracts, or transcripts from the
U.S. Department of State. Original registers are available
for only a few ports, and some have been microfilmed.
The lists generally cover the period from 1820 to 1902.
These papers were prepared aboard ship, and they may
show, for example, the name of the vessel, master, port of
embarkation and arrival, and the passenger’s name, occu-
pation, age, and country of origin. Passengers may have
included immigrants, U.S. citizens, or tourists. Copies
and abstracts of original lists date from 1820 to 1905 and
were made by the customs collectors. Copies and ab-
stracts contain information similar to that found in the
original lists. Transcripts from the State Department were
evidently compiled from copies or abstracts sent to them
by customs collectors. Some of the same categories of
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information found in the other forms also appear in the
transcripts.

The National Archives has microfilm copies of im-
migration passenger lists that begin in 1883 for the port of
Philadelphia. The records of the other thirty-five ports
date to the 1940s.

By 1893 federal forms may have included the names
of master, vessel. and ports of arrival and embarkation;
and the passenger’s name, age, occupation, marital status,
last residence, and nationality. If the individual was join-
ing a family member already in the U.S., that relative’s
name and address would be listed as well as his or her
relationship to the individual. From 1903 to 1907, several
revisions were made to the form, including the designa-
tion of one's race. The records contain names of immi-
grants, visitors, and American citizens coming home
from abroad. The documents are arranged by port and
therein chronologically. Microfilmed card indexes are
available for some of them. There is a restriction period
of fifty years before the indexes and records of a specific
year are available for inspection by the general public.

A few examples illustrate the content of index rec-
ords and passenger lists. One index card from the Index to
New Orleans Passenger Lists (Series T618, Roll 4,
1900-1952) shows that John Brown, whose race was
marked as African, arrived in that port in 1913. His
birthplace (Kingston, Jamaica), last permanent residence
(Celon, Panama), age (nineteen years), and destination
(New Orleans) was recorded. He was to join Mary Brown
in New Orleans, but their relationship was not explained.
John's height and hair and eye colors were also listed. In
1920, according to the same index, another John Brown
arrived in New Orleans. His age (twenty-seven years),
occupation (marine fireman), race (African, black). na-
tionality (Barbados, British West Indies), last permanent
residence (Bridgetown, Barbados), destination (New
Orleans), complexion (black), and color of hair and eyes
(black. brown) were shown on the card. On September
23, 1900, several nonwhites arrived at the port of New
York from Barbados on board the ship Hevelius, includ-
ing Joseph Dummett, a blacksmith, who was going to
join his brother. His age (twenty-five years), marital
status (single), final destination (New York), brother’s
name (William Dummett), and address (1455 Broadway)
were also listed. This was the first time that Joseph had
been in the United States. Other details are provided (List
of Alien Immigrants, Passenger and Crew Lists of Vessels
Arriving at New York, New York, 1897-1942, Series
T715, Roll 150).

It would appear that for the majority of researchers
tracing the lives of African Americans (especially those
transported as slaves), passenger lists would not be as
useful as other standard genealogical records, such as
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censuses. As will be shown in the section below, *‘Natu-
ralization Records,’” at the turn of this century relatively
few blacks in the United States could claim that one or
both parents were of foreign birth.

Naturalization Records

Naturalization occurs when one is allowed to be-
come a citizen of a country. With the passage of the
Fourteenth Amendment in 1868, black Americans se-
cured rights of citizenship. As late as 1910, relatively few
African Americans were foreign born, and thus, few at
that time could have been naturalized. In that year, about
one half of one percent of the total African American
population in the United States was foreign born. The
total black population for the same year was about 9.8
million and so only about 40,000 were born outside the
United States. Seventy percent of that number resided in
the North, about 25 percent in the South. Thus, by 1910.
relatively few nonwhites could have been naturalized (or
probably could have appeared in passenger lists). It
would seem that unless researchers of African Americans
had good reason to believe that an ancestor was foreign
born and still lived in 1868, time would be better spent
checking other sources rather than searching through nat-
uralization (or passenger) lists. However, these records
do contain some references to nonwhites.

The naturalization process has undergone several
changes. Before 1906. an individual could be naturalized
in any court of record. Naturalization papers may be
found in local, county, state, or federal courts; historical
societies; state archives; or the National Archives. Re-
searchers should first check with the courts or archives in
the area where their ancestors resided. Some of these
records have been microfilmed and are available through
the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. Others have
been published by various compilers.

In 1906 Congress established the Bureau of Immi-
gration and Naturalization (in 1933, its name was
changed to the Immigration and Naturalization Service)
to regulate the naturalization process. Thus, records cre-
ated since 1906 may be located in federal courthouses,
the National Archives, or its regional archives.

Naturalization records may consist of declarations of
intention or intent and petitions as well as records of
naturalization. Intent papers show that an applicant re-
nounced allegiance to a foreign government and intended
to become a U.S. citizen. Prior to 1906, these intent files
may show the date, and the applicant’s name, country of
origin, and residence. The amount of information varies
by location. After 1906, the form provided more details,
offering the applicant’s name, date and place of birth,
occupation, residence, marital status, names and birth-
places of children, and ports of embarkation and arrival.
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In some instances, such as in St. Louis, the Works Prog-
ress Administration prepared a card file index to the
records that appeared in various St. Louis courts prior to
1906. In other locations, the researcher should check
indexes that may appear at the front or back of the court
books.

People formally applied for citizenship by filing a
petition of naturalization after declaring their intention to
become U.S. citizens and fulfilling residency require-
ments. Before 1906 petitions may contain a person’s
name, occupation, residence, dates of birth and arrival in
the United States. and the port of entry. After 1906, an
individual's name, occupation, date and place of birth,
marital status; names and birthplaces of children; ports of
embarkation and arrival; and other information may have
been noted.

Naturalization depositions are statements by wit-
nesses who supported an applicant’s petition. The files
show the applicant’s length of residence in a certain
place, and other information pertinent to the case.

Documents which show the granting of citizenship
are records of naturalization and oaths of allegiance.
Court minute books contain many early naturalizations.
Certificates were used later and are arranged chronologi-
cally in bound volumes that have surname indexes.

In 1868 for example, ten nonwhites filed declarations
of intention to become naturalized citizens. In addition to
listing their place of origin, Africa, the records also listed
their ages and length of residence in the United States.
Among those who expressed their desire to become natu-
ralized were Cudjo Lewis and Ossa Kibbe, both twenty-
one years old and ten-year residents of the United States.
Eight of the ten arrived in 1858 aboard the slave ship
Clorilde, and later resided near Mobile (Mobile, Alabama
Circuit Court Records, **City Court Minute Book, No. 8,
1868-1871,"" pages 44, 46-57, 73-75, University of
South Alabama Archives; King and Barlow 1986).

Searching for an ancestor’s homeland is not an easy
task. Locating a document that identifies the place of
origin is something that researchers of all races hope to
accomplish. Naturalization records can provide that in-
formation. To facilitate the search, other sources, such as
the census, can be used to determine whether an ancestor
was naturalized. When and where an ancestor arrived in
the country may help determine the location of natural-
ization.

Other Types of Records

Numerous other sources may contain information on
African Americans. These include, but are not limited to,
records of private organizations, orphanages and asy-
lums, banks, and schools; voter lists; city directories;
local histories; employment and Social Security records;

*“Who’s Who'" publications: oral histories: hospital reg-
isters; tax lists; and coroner’s inquests. In some instances,
these files may be used to trace people who may have
been in an area for a limited time and may not be located
in censuses. Also, in the absence of 1890 census records,
some other records from 1890 to 1900 may help locate
individuals.

Some of these records may be indexed. Others are
simply lists of names (with other data) arranged alpha-
betically or chronologically. Not all sources identify
individuals by race. These documents may be located in
archives, iibraries, historical societies, museums, govern-
ment buildings. or in the agencies that generated them.
Some organizations or institutions may have been exclu-
sively for nonwhites, and city directories may help deter-
mine during what particular period of time they were
operating.

Some hospital records are available to the public,
and others are confidential. Among those that are accessi-
ble to the researcher are registers that may show a pa-
tient's name, age, race, place of birth, marital status,
occupation, date of admission, diagnosis, place of resi-
dence, length of residence in the city, and date of death.
For instance. according to the ‘‘Register of Patients, City
Hospital #1, Female Hospital, St. Louis, Missouri, April
1, 1886—March 31, 1983"" register numbers 1638 and
1642, Code Y 3240, Cabinet T, Drawer 6, Row 5 at the
City of St. Louis Archival Library, St. Louis City Hall, on
January 17, 1893, Julia Porter, a twenty-four year old
nonwhite servant from Mississippi, was admitted to the
Female Hospital in St. Louis and suffered from phthisis
pulmonalis. She was married, had been in the city for
only one year, and died two days after she was admitted.
She resided at 1545 South 2nd Street. City directories
could be searched for the name of her husband, or news-
papers could be searched for an obituary. On January 19,
1893, Matty Williams, a forty-four year old African-
American “*washwoman’’ from Mississippi, was admit-
ted to the same hospital. She was a widow, had been in
the city for three years, and was treated for malaria and
released on February 11, 1893. A different register (*‘In-
dex to Patients’ Registers and Register, 1927-1929 and
Mortuary Records, Female Hospital, 1900-1912, St
Louis Hospital #1'* Code Y 3270, Cabinet T, Drawer 7,
Row 2) from the same institution contained death records
which provided the deceased's name, date of death, date
and place of birth, cause of death, date and place of
burial; and the birthplaces of the individual’s parents. In
Mobile, Alabama, ‘‘Hospital Reports, 1843"" show that
*‘Cheeseman,”" a free nonwhite, was a forty-five year old
shoemaker. The document also provided a clue as to his
economic status in the community: his name appeared
under the heading *‘list of paupers or vagrants'* (City of
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Mobile Municipal Archives, Box 5, Envelope 7, Folder 4,
Documents 63-64, 67).

School records document the educational activities
of African Americans. School board minutes may de-
scribe the administrative affairs of nonwhite schools and
mention specific individuals associated with the schools.
Such was the case in Mobile with the school established
for Creoles of color. In St. Louis County, an enumeration
was taken in 1876 for whites and nonwhites; it showed
names and ages. each race in a separate section. For
instance, William, John, Gibson, Joseph, and Nelson
Taylor, ranging in z22e from eight to nineteen, and Jane,
Mary, Eliza, and Annie Switzler, ranging in age from
seven to sixteen, were recorded (Adams 1870). From
September, 1928, to June, 1932, Harold Washington,
African American and former mayor of Chicago, at-
tended St. Benedict the Moor School in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin. St. Benedict’s records provided his address. date
of birth, general health, and parents” names and address.
The Milwaukee school also showed that he had previ-
ously attended a public school in Chicago (Brasfield, The
Ancestry of Mayor Harold Washington, 29). Yearbooks
and alumni directories are other possible sources of
information.

Biographical sources contain genealogical informa-
tion. Biographical directories for African Americans be-
gan in 1915 with Who's Who of the Colored Race (Frank
Lincoln Mather). Names are listed alphabetically. Sam-
ple entries: William C. Chance, born on November 14,
1880, in Martin County, North Carolina, the son of Wil-
liam V. Chance, was reared by his grandparents, Bryant
and Pennie Chance. The names of the schools that he
attended are also listed. On May 28, 1914, he married
Evelyn Darlin Payton of Washington, North Carolina.
The next year William Chance was president of Parmele
Industrial Institute in Parmele, North Carolina. His politi-
cal and religious affiliations are also shown. Who's Who
among Black [or African] Americans (Phelps) provides
similar information. The researcher may also want to
consult Black Biographical Dictionaries, 1790-1950;
Black Biography, 1790-1950 (Burkett, Burkett, and
Gates): Black Biographical Sources (Ball); Who's Who in
Colored America; Biography and Genealogy Master In-
dex (McNeil); and Black Women in America (Hine).

Family historians may also use employment rec-
ords. The Social Security Administration began in 1934,
and the records are restricted, but applications for Social
Security account numbers may show the person's ad-
dress, date and place of birth; parents’ names; employer’s
name and address when the applicant applied for the
number; and signature. To obtain a copy of application
form SS-5, proof of death (death certificate) and a Social
Security number are required. (See ‘‘Public and Private

Organizations’’ in Part II for more information). A Social
Security Death Index is available on CD-ROM through
the Family History Library, as well as at many local
Social Security offices. The index gives basic data includ-
ing name, place and date of death, and Social Security
number. Several different types of railroad employee
records, such as those of the Railroad Retirement Board
(the Board, located in Chicago. houses records of anyone
who received a pension from a railroad) and those main-
tained by the particular railroads, contain genealogical
information. Some of the latter documents may be lo-
cated in museums or historical societies, including those
of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, which are
housed at the Chicago Historical Society. Before the
Civil War some free nonwhites found employment in
maritime trade and navigation while others apprenticed
themselves to learn trades, such as blacksmithing. County
court records often contain apprenticeship contracts.

Free nonwhites formed their own civic, social, and
fraternal organizations, especially in the South. In
Charleston, for example, the Brown Fellowship Society,
which was restricted to mulattoes, limited its membership
to fifty. The Humane Brotherhood was formed by free
black men, and membership was limited to thirty-five.
Both clubs assisted their own members, who, for exam-
ple, were too ill to work or could not afford to pay funeral
and burial expenses. In Mobile, Creoles of color operated
a fire company. Their activities were documented in club
minutes, the local press, and city government records.

Orphanages were established to help orphaned or
abandoned children and were run by state and local gov-
ernments, religious organizations, or private groups. Of-
ficials may have recorded the name of the child, age at the
time of commitment, dates of commitment and release,
reason for the commitment, disposition of the child after
being released, and miscellaneous remarks. Locating the
records may present a problem, but researchers are en-
couraged to check historical societies, archives, or agen-
cies that currently operate such institutions. Perhaps, as in
St. Louis (Greenwood in Saint Louis Genealogical Soci-
ety Quarterly, 1991/1993), someone has eased the task
and published an account in a local genealogical journal
that provides the location of the records. City directories
usually list names of orphanages or asylums.

In St. Louis, for example, on August 3, 1854,
Thomas Jefferson, ‘‘colored,”” age fourteen years, was
committed to the House of Refuge for incorrigibility. He
was released the same day and sent to the city workhouse.
On September 28, 1855, William Johnson, also *‘col-
ored,”” age thirteen years, entered the same institution,
but for a different reason: larceny. Johnson was released
on October 4, 1855, and also transferred to the city work-
house. The journal did not indicate whether they were
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free or slaves. In 1888 the St. Louis Colored Orphan’s
Home was organized to help orphaned and neglected
African-American children. In 1946, it was renamed the
Annie Malone Children’s Home. At least one other asy-
lum served the black community in St. Louis. Other
communities had similar homes for nonwhites.

City or county directories are another valuable
source, especially for the period around 1890 when most
federal census records are not available. The books,
located in libraries or historical societies, provide
the names of individuals, organizations, institutions,
churches, or cemeteries. The directories also contain ad-
vertisements and useful information concerning the com-
munity. Researchers are urged to check all possible varia-
tions in the spelling of a name to find an ancestor. It is
best to search directories for several years beyond the last
located entry, as names sometimes were not listed every
year. Information may include the person’s name, ad-
dress, race, occupation, employer's name, and marital
status. A list of abbreviations is usually included at the
front of the book and should be read to facilitate interpret-
ing the data. Inclusion of nonwhites in city directories
was often erratic. Property owners or boarders with a
trade were more likely to be included. The higher on the
socioeconomic ladder an African American was, the
more likely he or she would be listed in a directory.

City directories may be used in conjunction with
other sources. For instance, if census indexes are not
available, or if, as in the case of the 1880 Soundex, not all
families were entered, data in city directories may help
locate the appropriate household in census records. The
researcher should locate the address in a directory closest
to the census year and then determine the ward number
for that address. Some books provide maps with ward
boundaries, and others include street directories that help
pinpoint the ward number. If the ward number has been
ascertained, the researcher can then check census records
for the same ward. City directories may be used to deter-
mine an approximate year of death. For example, aman’s
name may have been located in one year, but the follow-
ing year his wife's name may include the designation
widow. These volumes are also helpful in determining the
location of church records. For instance, civil marriage
records may provide the name of the clergy member but
not the name of the church. City directories may show the
names of the clergy member and the church where the
ceremony was performed. Church records can then be
checked for further details.

Examples illustrate the information provided in di-
rectories: In St. Joseph, Missouri, in 1898, Louis Ells-
worth, a barber, resided at 1702 Howard; Robert Ellis
worked at the Columbia Foundry and Machine Company;
and Mary Emery, a ‘‘domestic,"”” lived at 1020 Charles

(1898 Directory of St. Joseph ... 1898, 262-263). In
Quincy, Illinois, John J. Gunn, a cook who worked at
Ellis Restaurant, resided with his family at 711 North
Ninth; and Mrs. Anna Steele, widow of Samuel Steele,
resided with her family at 818 North Eighth. The individ-
uvals in St. Joseph and Quincy were identified as ‘‘col-
ored’" (Stone's Quincy, lllinois City Directory . .. 1898,
238-534). In Mobile, free Negro barbers advertised their
services. Elam Page, a barber, informed readers that he
was a *‘hair cutter, wig dresser, hair curler & shaver.”" In
addition, he offered for sale numerous items, including
“‘soaps of various Kkinds, razors, and razor straps’
(Mobile Directory of Strangers' Guide . . . 1839,20).Ina
full page advertisement. George McBride indicated that
he could accommodate his customers ‘‘all hours, day or
night, either at his shop or their private residences”
(Mobile Directory or Strangers’ Guide . .. 1839, 104).

Researchers should not ignore voting rolls. In Loui-
siana free people of color did vote “‘when politically
expedient,”” and in North Carolina and Tennessee they
were allowed to vote until the 1830s (Gary B. Mills,
Tracing Free People of Color . . . 1990, 272). Efforts to
disfranchise nonwhites after the Civil War have been
well documented and need not be mentioned here. Some
canceled voter affidavits are available and may show, for
instance, the individual’s name, race, address, occupa-
tion, and date of birth. In 1938, Robert James Johnson, a
colored laborer born on September 3, 1907. resided in St.
Louis on LaBaume Street (City of St. Louis, Missouri,
**Cancelled Voter Affidavit Cards,”” Code DA 424-425,
Cabinet X, Drawer 5, Row 4, St. Louis City Hall Ar-
chives).

Tax rolls are another valuable source. They may be
used for a variety of purposes, such as a substitute for
census records. Researchers are encouraged to examine
laws governing tax rates to interpret the data. For exam-
ple, in the antebellum period the rate for a poll tax on free
people of color was sometimes twice that of whites. If
free Negroes were not labeled as such, the higher rate
may suggest the person’s racial status.

Tax lists may be arranged alphabetically and may
show an individual’s name and property location, amount
of tax, or value of real estate. The rolls may also provide
the number and value of slaves or tax on other personal
property. For instance, Virginia records that begin in
1782 provide names of white and free nonwhite heads of
households over twenty-one years old, the numbers of
slaves over and under sixteen years, and other data. Some
early Virginia personal property tax lists (1782-1786)
include a slave’s first name, age by category. and the
person who was to pay the tax.

For African Americans, tracing one’s roots fre-
quently begins with oral history. Stories are often
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handed down from generation to generation, and the
family historian tries to confirm these traditions through
genealogical sources.

A few of the published oral histories or bibliogra-
phies of autobiographies that are available in public or
university libraries demonstrate the value of this method
of research. Among those that may be consulted are
George P. Rawick's The American Slave; Belinda
Hurmence's Before Freedom; Robert S. Starobin’s
Blacks in Bondage. Charles L. Perdue, Thomas E.
Barden, and Robert K. Phillips® Weevils in the Wheat:
Russell C. Brignano's Black Americans in Autobio-
graphy; and John W. Blassingame’s Slave Testimony.

Secondary Sources

Printed secondary sources usually refer to newspa-
pers, periodicals, books, microfilm, and newsletters.
They are important for several different reasons. First,
they direct the researcher to actual records that can then
be examined for accuracy and details. Also, by checking
published accounts of records someone else has already
discovered, the researcher may save endless hours dupli-
cating the research. In some cases, original records may
no longer be extant. Finally, researchers may not have
access to original records or it is not possible for them to
travel to the repositories where the records are housed.
One of the fundamental weaknesses of secondary sources
is that they may contain errors.

The subject of newspapers has been previously dis-
cussed. However, it should be noted that a number of
historically black newspapers are available as well as
guides to help the researcher locate them. Especially
valuable are the following publications: Georgetta
Merritt Campbell’s Extant Collections of Early Black
‘Newspapers: Neil E. Strache's Black Periodicals and
Newspapers; Frankie Hutton’s The Early Black Press in
America; Donald M. Jacobs® Antebellum Black Newspa-
pers;, Warren Brown's Check List of Negro Newspapers;
and North Carolina Central University's Newspapers and
Periodicals by and about Black People. One of these
guides might mention The Colored Tennessean (later The
Tennessean) which was published from 1865 to 1867 and
contains information on slavery and advertisements to
help locate displaced persons.

Numerous periodicals are available to the family
historian. These include historical or genealogical jour-
nals, quarterlies, or magazines; the scope can be national,
state, or local. Their coverage varies, depending on their
professional or scholarly status. Some may publish Bible,
church, cemetery, county, military, funeral home, school,
and organization records; census indexes; newspaper ab-
stracts or indexes; deeds or bills of sale of slaves;
cohabitation or impressment records; lists of free non-
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whites; or manumission records. Periodicals accept arti-
cles dealing with sources, methodology, or family his-
tories. Some periodicals contain a query section where
members looking for information on their ancestors so-
licit help from other researchers. (Sometimes researchers
may obtain information from individuals that might not
be found in courthouses or archives. In addition, this
approach might introduce the researcher to someone
working on the same family, who might be willing to
share the results of their research.) Recently published
books are also reviewed in journals. Indexes to many of
these periodicals are available at public, genealogical, or
university libraries. Notable among these is PERiodical
Source Index or PERSI (Clegg and Witcher).

The National Genealogical Society Quarterly has
published excellent articles dealing with African-Ameri-
can genealogy. The bibliography section for this chapter
lists many of them; and the researcher is encouraged to
read them and to apply the same methods used by others
in their work. The Journal of the Afro-American Histori-
cal and Genealogical Society and the Journal of Negro
History publish materials specifically oriented toward
nonwhites. Magazines such as The Genealogical Helper
and Heritage Quest cover a wide variety of topics of
general interest to family historians.

Newsletters offer current information concerning
the affairs of an organization and the events of other
genealogical or historical groups. Genealogical and his-
torical societies publish newsletters on a regular basis,
often monthly or quarterly. They may provide notewor-
thy information on a member’s activities or contributions
to the field of genealogy, forthcoming conferences, quer-
ies, book reviews, computer programs, repositories, cal-
endars of events, and family reunions. Newsletters may
also contain brief articles and lists of library acquisitions.

Historical or genealogical books are valuable
sources. The former place ancestors in proper historical
perspective, and may show how national, state, or local
events affected their lives. Some books may serve as
guides for those who want to publish a family history or
abstracts of records. Bibliographies in books help readers
locate sources that might otherwise be overlooked.

Books are published on a variety of subjects that
would interest the researcher. For instance, indexes to
records; censuses; compiled genealogies; archival and
library guides, including guides to African-American re-
search; church, county, or family histories; directories;
and biographies are only a few of the types of source that
are available in public, genealogical, or university librar-
ies. The researcher may consult Bibliography of Sources
for Black Family History in the Allen County Public
Library Genealogy Department (available at the Allen
County Public Library in Ft. Wayne, Indiana), or the
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guide to African-American genealogical research pub-
lished by the South Carolina Department of Archives and
History in Columbia, South Carolina.

Thus, secondary accounts play an important role in
genealogical research. Identifying relevant books and ar-
ticles should be one of every researcher’s goals. These
works may help one locate information about different
types of sources or methods of research, or they may
contain the one piece of data necessary to complete a
family group sheet.

Repositories

Family historians should become familiar with all
types of repositories. including those at the local, state,
and national level. Among these are university, public,
and genealogical libraries; archives; historical or geneal-
ogical societies; and museums. The sources they house
can be very useful to researchers looking for information
on their ancestors. State archives or historical societies
may contain records not available in other places, and
they also have materials common to other libraries. Some
city archives house governmental or other records. The
city of St. Louis, for example, maintains a microfilm
library that contains different types of documents, includ-
ing tax rolls and voting and probate records, that may not
be available at other locations. Each facility may contain
primary and/or secondary sources, and guides to some of
these facilities are available. For instance, the researcher
may consult Debra L. Newman's Black History dealing
with civilian records in the National Archives, or the
catalog Black Studies (National Archives and Records
Administration), which deals with National Archives mi-
crofilm records. Card catalogs, many of which are com-
puterized, can be used to access the holdings of various
repositories. One can search for specific authors, titles, or
subjects. Reference librarians and archivists are available
to provide assistance.

When starting research, repositories in the geograph-
ical region where ancestors resided as well as in the
community where the family currently resides should be
located and visited. Facilities in both areas may contain
local and national sources. Librarians in the genealogy or
local history section may be able to direct the researcher
to other libraries, archives, or organizations that may
provide further help.

Guides showing the location of each department or
section in the library are one of the aides that such
facilities have to offer. It is important to see what materi-
als are available and how they are arranged in a particular
repository. Books and periodicals may be arranged by
one or more classification systems. In addition, manu-
script collections may be arranged by county agency or
organization; and some have inventories. Certain collec-

tions have sources that are specific to African Americans.
For instance, in the Civil War files of the Dexter P.
Tiffany Collection at the Missouri Historical Society in
St. Louis are free Negro bonds that often include physical
descriptions and occupations.

Researchers need to ask the right questions when
visiting a library or other repository. In a university
library, for example, it may be best to ask where the local
history section or the microforms department is located.
If the researcher were to ask where the genealogy section
is located, the response might Ye that there is none.
However. if the question is rephrased as stated above, one
may be directed to several sections with useful informa-
tion. On the other hand, while a good public library may
have a separate section devoted to local history and
genealogy; they may have another area for such mi-
croforms as censuses, newspapers, or county records.
Researchers also should ask whether the library has a
special collection dealing with African-American history
or genealogy. Vertical files in some libraries or historical
societies may contain newspaper clippings. These articles
might otherwise be overlooked or not located if newspa-
per indexes are not available. The files may provide infor-
mation concerning church or family histories, or other
topics related to African-American history, such as
slavery.

Certain repositories have important African-Ameri-
can sources; only a few will be mentioned herein. The
Mississippi State Archives has an index to labor contracts
that former Mississippi slaves entered into after the Civil
War. The original documents are part of the records of the
Freedmen's Bureau at the National Archives. The Am-
istad Research Center on the Tulane University campus
in New Orleans, which specializes in the history of Afri-
can Americans, houses original manuscripts, letters, fam-
ily papers, organizational records, photographs, and other
materials. The holdings of the Southern Historical Col-
lection at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
and the libraries at Duke University and Louisiana State
University contain many valuable antebellum resources,
some of which have been microfilmed; and printed
guides provide access to the records that deal with the
purchase and sale of slaves, marriage and family life
among slaves, and slave genealogies. The Schomburg
Center for Research in Black Culture, a branch of the
New York Public Library, holds records from African-
American churches.

Various repositories throughout the country maintain
records created by anti-slavery organizations and their
activities. Abolition society papers may show places of
origins, ages, births, deaths, and marriages. Such docu-
ments are located in the Maryland Historical Society, the

39

-



Sources of Information (2 African American Genealogical Sourcebook

Chicago Public Library, and the Southern Historical Col-
lection at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

When beginning genealogical research, researchers
should not expect to find one book that has all the
answers concerning their family history, nor should they
expect librarians to do the research. Librarians may sug-
gest certain materials but it is recommended that re-
searchers do their homework before going to the facility
and have a general idea of names, places, time periods,
and the particular genealogical information they hope to
locate.

If the researcher desires to hire a professional genc 1l-
ogist, there are several ways to locate one. Names may be
obtained from the roster of certified persons issued by the
Board for Certification of Genealogists; the list of accred-
ited genealogists offered by the Genealogical Department
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Salt
Lake City; the directory of the Association of Profes-
sional Genealogists: advertisements in genealogical pub-
lications; or lists maintained by historical or genealogical
societies and libraries with genealogical collections.
When contacting a professional in writing, it is best to
include a self-addressed, business-size, stamped enve-
lope and a brief survey of what work is needed.

Information on family associations is also available.
The researcher may consult Elizabeth Bentley's Direc-
tory of Family Associations or Everton's Genealogical
Helper's annual listing of family associations and family
periodical publications, which appears in every March/
April issue of the magazine.

In short, a wide variety of sources are available to
researchers of African American families. Family histo-
rians are encouraged to examine all types of docu-
ments—primary and secondary—including, but not lim-
ited to. census, church, court, vital, military, and
cemetery records. Researchers are urged to identify po-
tential records, whether they are located in local, state, or
national repositories, and then carefully examine them.
The organizations and publications cited throughout this
book should help in this process of identification. With-
out question, African Americans have a traceable an-

cestry.
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