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Transcribed by Christopher Nordmann

Introduction

City directories can be an excellent genealogical resource used to trace Americans of any
ethnicity and are especially helpful because they may be obtainable when census records are not
available. Directories are a list of residents and businesses in a particular locality in a particular
year. They are useful in helping to reconstruct a community and might also provide some
insight into living conditions.

It should be kept in mind, however, that not all city directories are alike. Some directories
listed “colored people” in a separate section in the back. Other directories included African
Americans, but may not have always identified them by race. Women business owners as well as
widows and heads of households might also be included in the directories.

Although some early city directories included only the names of heads of household, a
city directory might be divided into the following sections:

e a listing of streets;

e a listing of businesses, including advertisements for local businesses, products
and services;

e an appendix that might include churches, schools, and charitable institutions,
societies, fraternal organizations and clubs, banks, government offices,
hospitals, cemeteries, asylums, names of community leaders and the
organizations they are affiliated with, and orphanages.

Early Mobile, Alabama, city directories did contain the names of African Americans and
usually included the occupations and an address. The absence of an occupation, however, does
not mean that the individual was indigent, it merely means that the information was not
available.

Christpher A. Nordmann, Ph.D., C.GR.S,, is a professional genealogist and specializes in St.
Louis and African American research. He earned his doctorate in history from the University of
Alabama. His publications include “Basic Genealogical Research Methods and Their
Application to African Americans” in Paula K. Byers, African American Genealogical
Sourcebook.
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The following transcription may not include every free person of color because not all
directory entries included a racial designation.

The directory included the following: (1) in the address section, “c.” for corner and “b.”
for between; (2) in the race column, “c” for colored, “fwc/fmc” for free woman of color or free
man of color and “fcm” for free colored man. Information enclosed in brackets [ ] has been
inserted by the transcriber. The column headings have been inserted on each page.
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